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New Police Chief
From a pool of 69 candidates throughout the country, David Dominguez was
selected to be Palm Springs’
new police chief. He will be
the 12th chief since 1940.
Dominguez has a strong
record of service with a total
of 28 years in law enforcement. He served as the deputy police chief in Riverside
County for the past 4 years.
His responsibilities included
operational and administrative oversight of the department, which has an $89
million annual budget and
more than 600 sworn and
civilian positions.
Accomplishments include
working with Riverside
County District Attorney’s
Office and Sheriff’s Department to develop and implement the Riverside County

Gang Task Force and Gang
Injunction program in Riverside.

David G. Dominguez

Dominguez has a bachelor’s
degree in Criminal Justice
and a master’s degree in
public administration from
Cal State Fullerton. He has
served as the president of
the California Peace Officers
Association and is currently
the president of the Riverside County Law Enforcement Administrators Association.

He is well acquainted with
the police chiefs in other
cities in the desert. City
Manager David Ready said,
“Dominguez brings an outstanding proven performance record of effective community policing, neighborhood outreach and problem solving strategies.”
“I think what’s important is
getting out in the community and listening, and I do
plan on getting involved
with the neighborhood organizations,” Dominguez
said to The Press-Enterprise.
Dominguez will be officially
sworn in on February 6,
2008. Let’s give a warm
welcome to our new police
chief.

ruary course is an Evenings
Course including 5 meetings
for 4 hours beginning on
February 4, 2008.
The seven training modules
are presented over 20 hours
and include classroom and
hands-on-training, plus a
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Special points of interest:
• Interested in donating to
the new Animal Shelter?
• Interested in nominating
your garden?
• Interested in signing the
Trader Joe’s Petition?

U p c o m i n g c e rt t r a i n i n g
Community
Emergency Response Team
Disaster Training
classes are being
held in February.
The classes are
free to Palm
Springs residents. The Feb-

Inside this issue:

disaster simulation exercise.
Will you know what to do to
save the lives of your family,
friends, or co-workers in a
disaster? Contact us at
pswarmsands@yahoo.com
for more details. Space is
limited - don’t delay.

• Interested in taking the
CERT training?
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Spring garden walk sponsored by NIC
The Neighborhood Involvement Committee is sponsoring a Spring Garden
Tour scheduled for April 12, 2008. Each
neighborhood has
been asked
to nominate
two gardens within
their
boundaries
for the
Desert Landscaping
event.
Desert landscaping, water gardens, and
flower gardens are all included. The
gardens will be chosen by the NIC Garden Walk committee.
Two neighborhoods have a history of
garden tours. The Vista Las Palmas
Neighborhood is planning their garden
walk for March 23, 2008. The Deepwell
Neighborhood’s “Behind the Walls”

walk is scheduled for March 29, 2008.
Deepwell has this event every year with
over 100 in attendance.
If you enjoy native California plants,
you may be interested in the website for
the California Native Plant Society,
www.cnps.org. The organization is
dedicated to the understanding and
appreciation of California native plants
and how to conserve
them and their natural
habitats. A third of our
native plants are considered rare.
If you are a fan of cacti
and succulent plants,
then you should know
about Moorten Botanical Gardens and
“Cactarium”.

Water Garden

Canyon Drive, you will find 3,000 different varieties of desert cacti and other
desert plants. Not only can you find the
plants, you can find information on
how to take care of them. Mr. Moorten
is there every day taking care of the
plants and helping them find new
homes.
The Spring Garden Walk will begin at
the Desert Water Agency to
showcase their new gorgeous
desert landscaping. Maps will
be available for the self-guided
tour. Times to be announced
at a later date.
If you have a beautiful Warm
Sands garden, please e-mail us
at pswarmsands@yahoo.com
with your entry.

Located at the southern end of Palm

F u n d i n g a p p rov e d f o r n e w a n i m a l s h e lt e r
A new Animal Shelter is on the horizon
in the City of Palm Springs. The current
shelter, at 4810 Camino Parocela, was
built in 1961 by the Protective League
of Palm Springs and donated to the city.
In the past 47 years the structure has
been maintained and painted with
minimal changes, additions and remodels. Most of the maintenance has been
funded by private donations.
About 160-200 animals
come in a month to the
current shelter which
had led to over crowding. The shelter was
designed to hold about
100 animals a month.

Park is being looked at. The exact size
has not yet been determined but plans
are for a no-kill shelter that is built to
“green” standards.

through the door.
Mayor Pro Tem
Ginny Foat
and Councilmember Chris
Mills serve on
the Animal
Shelter subcommittee.

Animal Control personnel are picking
up an increasing number of animals. All
types of animals including rabbits,
guinea pigs, mice, snakes, and exotic
animals such as beavers, cougars, and
wild reptiles.
The new shelter will be able
to accommodate these animals as a holding facility until
the California Fish and Game
can find a suitable location
for release back to the wild
or a permanent home.

The cramped quarters
The Palm Springs Animal
Wild Beaver
have no room for potenShelter has served as a
tial pet adopters to meet
guardian and protector of
and spend time with the animals. The
animals. The animal shelter practices
existing shelter also lacks a safe exercise
and teaches compassion for animals
area for the pets.
and promotes a more compassionate
vision of the value of animals.
This January, the City Council voted to
approve $5 million in funding to build
No longer are animals viewed as disposthe larger shelter. Donations will be still
able. The shelter adopts out 100% of
be needed. A location near Demuth
the adoptable animals that come

They urge residents to get
involved and help assist the City in this
project. Anyone who would like to
offer assistance should e-mail Mayor
Pro Tem Ginny Foat at this address:
Adopt This Dog

Ginny.Foat@palmsprings-ca.gov
or contact the Friends of the Palm
Springs Animal Shelter at:
www.psasfriends.com.
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Trader Joe’s and Palm Springs
Are you interested in the future of retail
in Palm Springs? Would you like to see
a Trader Joe’s built in town?

David Carden, chairman of the Baristo
Neighborhood Organization, was involved with this same type of petition in
the Long Beach area which met with
great success.

The neighborhood organizations belonging to ONI believe that Trader Joe’s
and Palm Springs are a good match. A
petition drive is underway to request
Trader Joe’s, a specialty grocery store
chain, build a store in Palm Springs.
Trader Joe’s is advertised as the
neighborhood grocery store with aloha
spirit. This specialty grocery store chain,
know for private label food, is headquartered in Monrovia, California. As of
November 2007, Trader Joe’s had 294
retail locations with more new stores
planned. The very first store named
Trader Joe’s opened in Pasadena, California in 1966.

This April timeline coincides with the
trip City officials will make to the International Council of Shopping Centers
where they work to attract business to
the City.
If you like to shop at Trader Joe’s, and
are in favor of a Palm Springs location,
you can find the petition online at
www.palmspringsneighborhoods.com.
Each neighborhood organization has
been challenged to collect 250 signatures by April 1, 2008. The Baristo
Neighborhood Organization is leading
this petition drive and the goal is to
collect a total of 5,000 signatures.

This neighborhood oriented project is
just one of the ways citizens can take a
leadership role in the future of retail in
the City of Palm Springs.

steel work. His art usually involves geometric compositions that curve and
twist with rich interactions of color that
is Van Earl’s signature.

His works are included in many private
and corporate collections, some of which
are in local galleries in Palm Desert on El
Paseo. For the 2003 El Paseo Sculpture
Exhibition, “Palm Desert Art Works,” Delos
Van Earl created three steel sculptures.

S c u l p t u r e u p dat e
On January 18, 2008, the Warm Sands
sculpture installation was under way.
The artist himself was there to guide the
huge steel pieces into place. Due to the
weight and size of the sculpture, a
crane was used. The following day, the
red and silver paint was
applied. The sculpture is
named “Jungle Red” after
the nail polish color Joan
Crawford made famous in
her 1939 film “The Women”.
The landscape and lighting
installation to accompany
the sculpture will take place
in the next 6 weeks. Delos
Van Earl, local artist, said he
hopes the sculpture, with
it’s colorful angularity, will
be something tourists will
stop to take a picture of on
their way to the Warm
Sands resorts.

Born in 1951, Delos Van Earl received
his Bachelor of Arts
from California State
University in 1974
and his Master of
Fine Arts from Mills
College in Oakland,
California in 1978.

Van Earl also paints
and is well-known
for his 2005 diptych.
A diptych
(pronounced Dip
Tik) is a work of art
that is made up of
two separate paintings which together
form a single work.
His famous Fog
Bank Diptych was
Warm
Sands
Sculpture
Installation
The sculpture, standing 14
created from two
feet high and 38 feet long,
hollow panels of steel with multiple
was approved by the City Council last
layers of color. This metal sculpture
summer for a cost of $35,000. The
appears and behaves like a traditional
funds were from the Public Arts budget.
painting, although the two panels
Delos Van Earl lives in the desert and is
weigh over 100 pounds each.
well known for his painted bronze and

An official dedication ceremony for the
sculpture is planned for late February or
early March. Doug Wylie will host the
reception after the ceremony at his resort,
Warm Sands Villas, which is just around
the corner from the sculpture. The plan is
to incorporate our WSNO Spring Social
with this event. More specifics will be
announced at a later date.
Robert Stone and Doug Wylie, WSNO
members, made the initial sculpture presentation to the Public Arts Commission in
2006. Robert Stone, now a Public Arts
Commissioner, has worked on the sculpture project ever since. Great things happen when neighbors come together for
the well being of our community.
The WSNO welcomes your input and
ideas to beautify the neighborhood. As
an organization, we work with the City of
Palm Springs to make positive improvements to the neighborhood. Contact us
at pswarmsands@yahoo.com.

WSNO

WARM SANDS NEIGHBORHOOD TOP 5 PRIORITIES

PO Box 8022
Palm Springs, CA 92263
Email: pswarmsands@yahoo.com
Web Site: www.pswarmsands.com

1. Beautification of the neighborhood - Work with the City concerning
the addition of desert landscaping along City owned median on South
Indian Trail (500 - 600 block). Monitor completion of art installation
project on Warm Sands Dr.
2. Completed sidewalks along North boundary of Warm Sands - Work
with the City regarding completion of sidewalks along the South side
of Ramon between Palm Canyon and Warm Sands Drive.

neighborhood

Warm Sands
organization

www.pswarmsands.com

3. Identification of neighborhood - Work with the City to develop a
sign program, with signs placed at key entrances to the neighborhood.
4. Safety/Crime reduction in neighborhood - Reduction in criminal
activity in both residential and commercial areas of the neighborhood
by working with local businesses, Palm Springs Police, and Neighborhood Watch volunteers to implement a security program.
5. Traffic abatement - Work with the adjoining neighborhoods and the
City Planning department to develop a Traffic Plan to keep our streets
free of too much traffic, safe for children, and develop plans
to encourage drivers to slow down and not to use our streets as a
main thorough-fare.

NIC Spring picnic
The Neighborhood Involvement Committee
is sponsoring the
First NIC Spring
Picnic .
The15 recognized neighborhoods and all
their members
are invited to
attend.

cious catered
food. There
will also be
live music.
The Incident
Command
Vehicle and a
fire truck will
be on display
courtesy of
the Fire Department.

The Picnic ComAn informamittee is looking
tion booth
at a Saturday in
regarding
Picnic In The Park
early May, with
CERT training
no firm date at
with CPR Anthis time. We do know the location and
nie demonstrations and fire extinguisher demonstrations will be at the
some of the plans for the day.
picnic.
The picnic will be held at Ruth Hardy
Park from 11:30 AM - 2:30 PM and
The Palm Springs Animal Shelter will
neighbors attending will be served delihave an information booth with details

about the new shelter and animals can
be fitted with a microchip for a $15.00
fee at the picnic.
The Palm Springs Police Department
will register/provide ID kits for kids.
Citizens on Patrol will be there to share
information on their COP training and
outreach programs.
The new police chief and his family will
be there for a meet and greet.
This Spring Picnic will be a perfect time
to socialize with other neighbors and
most of all, have an enjoyable day. Stay
tuned for more details.

